GC Europe Prolongs Support for „Toshio Nakao Chair“ at the Catholic University of Leuven

Shoulder to Shoulder with Science – for an Effective Marginal Seal
Leuven, October 24, 2003 – Intensive research and development for a better understanding of the mechanisms of adhesion – after a five-year support, GC Europe now prolongs the scientific co-operation with the Catholic University of Leuven in Belgium for another five years.

Research and development play an essential role in dental medicine since the dental materials are often directly incorporated in the human body. Not only technical safety of the products rank first for the Dental Care Company GC Europe, but in particular also the safety and oral health of man – always associated with the latest scientific findings.

Synergistic Effects for Safety and Oral Health

On July 2, 1998, the official inauguration of the “Toshio Nakao Chair” took place at the Catholic University of Leuven in Belgium – in a city where also GC Europe is based. This chair is named after the father of the current president and CEO of the GC Corporation Mr. Makoto Nakao and was established in the Department of Operative Dentistry and Dental Materials under an agreement, which initially covered a period of five years.

By supporting the renowned Dental School, GC Europe promotes basic research in the field of the adhesion of all dental materials, aiming at a better understanding of the functioning of dentin and enamel adhesion.

On the Track of Perfect Adhesion

Based on the previous fruitful co-operation with very good trial results, the market leader for glass ionomer cements, on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of their President, has decided to prolong the contract for a second period of five academic years. On September 2, 2003, the new contract was signed in the Faculty Club in Leuven. Both Prof. Dr. Bart Van Meerbeek and Prof. Dr. Paul Lambrechts are the new chair holders. 

As Dr. Jürgen Eberlein, President of GC Europe, comments on the prolongation of the contract: “We hope that the previously very effective and good co-operation with the University of Leuven will contribute to the development of new materials with improved adhesive properties. The main focus of research will certainly be the fundamental problem of the current restorative materials, the effective marginal seal.”
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