“Dental Advisor” awards top marks to microfilled hybrid composite GC Gradia Direct

Excellent quality: five stars for lifelike aesthetics and optimal handling

Perfect aesthetics with just one shade as well as simple and economical handling – this is the verdict of the latest “Dental Advisor” (Volume 21, 2004). The internationally acclaimed testing and advisory institute Dental Consultants thoroughly tested GC Gradia Direct and has now awarded its highest mark of “excellent” and five stars to this new light-cured composite filling material from GC EUROPE.

The microfilled hybrid composite GC Gradia Direct was developed in cooperation with Professor Marco Ferrari from Siena University, Italy, from the proven laboratory system GC Gradia and has been successfully established on the market for one-and-a-half years. Its most outstanding features are that this modern filling material from Dental Care Company has a unique, diversified particle structure and an intelligent, yet simple, colour system – for “almost imperceptible” restorations directly in the dental practice.

Aesthetic, simple and economical

Sixteen independent dentists from “Dental Advisor” subjected GC Gradia Direct to a comprehensive battery of tests, placing more than 350 class I to V direct composite restorations. Product characteristics, handling, polishability, colour stability and matchability with the surrounding tooth structure were among the aspects assessed. In their final report published in the Institute’s internationally renowned specialist journal, the testers particularly emphasized the aesthetic properties, such as the successful combination of translucency and opalescence, which makes for a perfect, imperceptible “chameleon effect”, as well as the perfect visual match achieved with the surrounding hard dental substance.

The dentists also specifically highlighted its excellent polishability for a long-lasting surface shine and minimal plaque retention sites – whether working with rotary instruments or with different polishing systems. The ease of carving the firm and readily after-flowing GC Gradia Direct was also rated as “very good”.

Minimum work for maximum aesthetics

Italian dentist Dr. Gianni Zanirato from Milan, who used the material when it was first launched, summarizes the advantages: “Thanks to its broad range of shades in different translucencies, the light-cured composite filling material from GC EUROPE makes predictable and excellent restorations possible – and in just two steps. In other words, dentists can achieve a maximum of aesthetics with a minimum of time and clinical work, because of the simplicity of this system!”

The German dentist Dr. Siegfried Auernhammer from Remshalden also stresses the “outstanding colour-matching effects”, the opaque materials “for reliably preventing the show-through effect” and the special shades entirely tailored to the practitioner’s needs. For instance, the complete yet easy-to-use shade system from GC Gradia Direct is made up of standard colours, which are available in posterior and anterior versions, plus light-impervious or translucent special shades (outside and inside shades).

Shades for every indication and every enamel structure

The combination of several of these shades provides unlimited, natural-looking results even with difficult and demanding restorations – just by using a maximum of three colours for the anterior teeth. According to Dr. Auernhammer, “Anyone who values lifelike aesthetic restorations now has a reliable and easy-to-use system in GC Gradia Direct – with previously unimagined possibilities.” His personal tip: the shade guide contained in the range, with its practical colour tabs in four different layer thicknesses. “In daily use, you get more benefit from this tiny guide than the various possible layering theories.”







