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International Dental Manufacturers

60 years and as committed as ever: Dr. Jürgen Eberlein has been serving the dental world for 30 years

“I hate inaction”

He embodies realism and progressive thinking, but also humour and a no-nonsense approach: with relentless vitality and energy, Dr. Jürgen Eberlein, who celebrates his 60th birthday in May of this year, has shown commitment to the dental world for exactly three decades now. After nine successful years as president of GC EUROPE, he was appointed director of the GC Corporation at the beginning of February 2005. However, the commitment and success he has shown in his career is also displayed in his contribution to international associations and organisations – whether as past-president of the idm, as the FIDE president or on the advisory council of the VDDI.
Since he entered the dental world in 1976, this doctor of chemistry has consistently committed himself to making a personal contribution to dental health. Since 1984 he has been a member of the advisory council in the Association of the German Dental Industry (VDDI), one of the largest national associations with almost 200 members. He also steered its course as president from 1991 to 1996. In particular, he championed partnership between industry and trade.

Always in action for people, markets and laws

After five years in office, Dr. Eberlein also took over the leadership of the FIDE (Federation of the European Dental Industry) in parallel with the VDDI presidency. A special feature of the association of European manufacturers compared with other large associations is that it represents the interests of 13 national bodies beyond national borders. Thus this native of Würzburg played a decisive role from 1990 to 1995, first as an executive board member and then for six years as president, in causing dental materials to be included for the first time in the European Medical Device Directive (MDD).

Dr. Eberlein still retains the position of FIDE president on a European level and continues to be represented on the advisory council of the VDDI. However, on an international level this man – who can find his way through the maze of legislation issues so effectively – was looking for new fields of activity. From 1996 to 1998, for instance, he was president of the world umbrella organisation of the dental industry, – idm – formed in Washington in 1988. As a result of his successful work, he was re-elected in 2004 for a further two years. In six years of his commitment to the “voice of the worldwide dental industry”, he established its international reputation with important public relations work. This included the development, in the Executive Committee of the idm, of the concept of “Vision – Mission – Strategy”, in which the former communication forum was soon transformed into an independent and autonomous umbrella organisation representing the mutual worldwide interests of all its national member associations.

“I like to make a difference and move things forward”

“My personal motivation in all my activities is the constant desire to make a difference, to move things forward, to motivate people and to stand up for others. I hate inaction. I always try to think and act from the point of view of the person I am negotiating with – this is the only way I can remain true to myself and to others,” says Dr. Eberlein. His position as one of the leaders of the international dental world, with his humanistic principles, his highly analytical skills and his enormous knowledge of the industry, is also reinforced by the fact that he has now been appreciated for 30 years in institutions, associations and dental companies alike as a respected and masterful negotiating partner.
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