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Press Release

The Dental Care Company GC:
Facts, figures, background and achievements

In 1921 three young Japanese chemists laid the foundations for the company GC when they started production of dental materials which until then had been wholly imported into Japan. Their dream was to produce products in their own country to even better quality standards than those previously imported. Their focus was not solely on the product but, above all, on the human being with his need for health and safety. These high expectations, which time and again act as the driving force for new innovations, have not changed to the present day. Thus the small firm called GC Chemicals Research Laboratory has now grown into one of the world’s largest suppliers of dental products with more than 1200 employees on five continents and three production sites in Japan, USA and Europe. The parent company generates 30 per cent of its sales outside Japan, 13 per cent coming from the European market – with an upward trend.

With more than 600 different items, the parent company GC Corporation covers the whole range of consumables, equipment and devices for dental practice and laboratory. For over 30 years dentists and dental technicians in Europe have successfully been working with glass ionomer cements, impression and filling materials, high-quality plasters and investment materials as well as the latest light-cured composite filling materials and ceramics from GC.

GC History:

1921: GC Chemicals Research Laboratory is founded in Tokyo on 11 February.

1946: The company is renamed GC Chemical Industrial Corporation.

1969: Introduction of a quality assurance system.

1971: GC International Corporation is founded.

1972: The European subsidiary is opened in Belgium.

1976: GC Fujirock, the first artificial stone, is launched.

1981: President Toshio Nakao publishes the principles of General Quality Control (GQC).

The American subsidiary is opened in Arizona.

1983: Makoto Nakao becomes President of GC.

1992: GC Fuji II LC, the first light-cured glass ionomer cement worldwide, is launched.

1994: GC is the first dental company to obtain ISO 9001 certification; at the same time GC EUROPE is already ISO 9002-certified.

1995: Makoto Nakao is awarded the “Insignia of Commander of the Crown of Belgium”.

Official launch of GC Quality Management (GQM).

1998: GC is certified in accordance with ISO standard 14001 for environmental management.

2000: GC Corporation receives the “Deming Award for Business Excellence”.

Market launch of the composite veneer acrylic GC Gradia.
2003: GC successfully launches the modular GC Initial ceramic range and the direct composite filling material GC Gradia Direct at IDS 2003.

2004: GC Corporation is awarded the “Japan Quality Medal”.

2005: At IDS 2005 GC launches the forward-looking “Minimum Intervention” programme – including GC Tooth Mousse and GC Saliva-Check Buffer.
2006: At the company’s 85th anniversary, GC Corporation hosts a large ceremony and a staff conference in Belgium.
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