Tried and tested GC filling materials and protective dental cream now carry “kashrut” certificate

Everything kosher: more than 30 products certified according to Jewish dietary laws

Everything that is absorbed through the mouth must be kosher according to the Jewish faith – this also applies to dental materials which are placed in the mouth and to dental care products which are used by patients at home. The GC Corporation has now gained certification for its production sites in Japan so that its products can be supplied in countries and regions with a sizeable Jewish population. Hence more than 30 dental and dental technology products now bear the “kashrut” symbol on their packaging as an official seal of approval.

Major export markets such as Israel, the US market and Russia demand that products which are put in the mouth must be certified as kosher by an internationally renowned rabbinate. This means that all products are manufactured in line with the dietary laws of the Jewish religion. The most important rules include, for instance, the prohibition on mixing meat with dairy and the stipulation that meat must come from ritually slaughtered animals, while only certain animals are regarded as fit for consumption by Jews according to traditional Jewish law; in principle, animal fats, flavour enhancers, emulsifiers and some colourings are therefore classified as non-kosher.

In harmony with “kashrut” – in harmony with the environment
For the Japanese GC Corporation, which has set itself the goal of manufacturing its products in harmony with the environment to protect every individual, the kosher certificate is a logical extension of its corporate philosophy. Thus compliance with the Jewish dietary law “kashrut” automatically means respecting Nature and its resources.

In September this year a kashrut expert, authorized by the Israeli chief rabbinate, examined all the manufacturing processes in the production sites of GC Corporation in Japan and all the raw materials used there. Afterwards the appropriate kosher certificate was issued. The certificate valid for 2008 now confirms that more than 30 products from the world market-leader in glass ionomer cements are approved as food and beverages according to Jewish religious law.

Glass ionomer cements and composites are kosher parve

Thus most of the glass ionomer cements in the GC Fuji range (including the new filling concept GC EQUIA), all the shades in the composite systems GC Gradia and GC Gradia Direct as well as the popular modelling material GC Pattern Resin and the new light-cured protective glaze GC Optiglaze are certified as kosher parve – neither meat nor dairy according to Jewish law. The two protective dental creams GC Tooth Mousse and GC MI Paste Plus, which contain the active ingredient Recaldent™ derived from the milk protein casein, may carry the “kosher dairy” symbol (containing milk or milk derivatives) on their packaging.
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