GC Saliva-Check Mutans: new quick test measures Strep. mutans colonies chairside
On the trail of streptococci: new test delivers result in just 15 minutes! 
The future belongs to preventive caries diagnosis – which means: early diagnosis and regular check-ups. After the successful launch of the GC Saliva-Check Buffer and the two-stage GC Plaque Indicator Kit, GC EUROPE is now adding another diagnostic building block to its Minimum Intervention (MI) concept: GC Saliva-Check Mutans is a new chairside test which shows in just 15 minutes whether there is a high number of Streptococcus mutans in the saliva and as such demonstrate cariogenic potential promptly to the patient – simple, convincing and without the need for time-consuming bacterial cultures.
The future lies in actively minimising the caries risk, rather than reacting to pre-existing damage. The patient’s compliance and understanding of the need for preventive measures play a key role in this. This is why the new GC Saliva-Check Mutans was designed so that it not only shows the individual caries risk based on the quantity of harmful bacteria, but it can also be used directly as a motivation for the patient to maintain good oral hygiene; what is more, the result is visible within 15 minutes!
Colony numbers can be determined in 15 minutes – without an incubator
What is revolutionary about the new test is that the GC Saliva-Check Mutans is based on the special immune chromatography method which does not measure the growth but the number of colony-forming caries bacteria in the saliva. This means no tedious preparation of bacterial cultures and no need for an incubator! Another advantage: the two monoclonal antibodies in the quick test solely detect the bacterial strains of mutans streptococci; therefore other micro-organisms cannot falsify the results.
Performing the biochemical saliva test directly at the chairside is made simple and uncomplicated for the dentist and pleasant for the patient: in order to increase the quantity of saliva produced, the patient first chews a paraffin pellet, then the saliva is collected in a special measuring cup and mixed with one drop of reagent 1 (for 15 seconds) to which four drops of fluid 2 are then added. Once the saliva has taken on a greenish colour after a short while, the pipette is used to apply three drops of the mixture to the sample window of the test carrier.
After only a quarter of an hour, the GC Saliva-Check Mutans then shows whether the patient’s saliva contains a lot of cariogenic mutans streptococcal strains: if the result window shows a red strip, the patient has more than 500,000 CFU/ml and hence a markedly increased risk of caries; if only the pink control strip is finally visible, this means the number of colonies is below 500,000 CFU/ml.
The doctor diagnoses, the patient is motivated
The new diagnostic tool from the MI range of the Dental Care Company is suitable for patients from all age groups – for example, as a basis for discussion about caries prevention measures, for patients with a very high caries risk because of acidic eating habits, erosion or xerostomia or before comprehensive orthodontic or PAR measures. The test is also indicated for young parents and parents-to-be as well as child carers to ensure early prevention of a smear infection with mutans streptococci in the infants.
The new GC Saliva-Check Mutans quick test, which can greatly improve patient compliance in a very short time, is available in an affordable pack of ten test kits – each containing one test carrier, two reagents (2 ml and 4 ml contents) and a special measuring cup, pipette, paraffin pellet and detailed directions for use. 
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